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& | International Conference on the Rights of Nations and Legitimate Freedoms

The Ideas of Ayatollah Khamenei Regarding the Rights

and Legitimate Freedoms of Palestinians

Olsi Jazexhiu
Assistant Professor, Department of History, Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed
Knowledge and Human Sciences, International Islamic University Malaysia,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

... m Abstract

This paper examines Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s conceptualization of
Palestinian rights and freedoms as presented in his book Palestine, Selected
Statements by Ayatollah Khamenei on Palestine (2011). The study analyzes his
text through political theology, anti-colonial discourse, and Islamic jurispru-
dence, highlighting his framing of the Palestinian struggle as both a sacred
duty and a civilizational resistance against Zionism and Western imperialism.
Ayatollah Khamenei asserts the absolute illegitimacy of Israel as a colonial
imposition and rejects territorial compromise, advocating for the liberation of
all historic Palestine through armed resistance justified under Islamic law and
self-defense. He critiques Muslim governments’ inaction, Western human rights
hypocrisy, and emphasizes Islamic unity in supporting Palestinian self-determi-
nation. The book outlines Iran’s positions on Jews, Christians, and Muslims; the
West, the United States, and Zionism; Israel and collaborationist Arab regimes;
and the path toward Palestinian liberation. Khamenei envisions a democratic,
single-state solution with collective governance, prioritizing Islamic principles.
The paper also explores his distinction between anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism
and the practical challenges facing the global Islamic movement. Situating his
ideas within Islamic revolutionary thought and Iran’s foreign policy, the study
illuminates Ayatollah Khamenei’s ideology regarding Palestinian liberation and
the future of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
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Keywords:
Ayatollah Khamenei, Palestine, Islamic resistance, Zionism, anti-colonialism,
Islamic jurisprudence, Iran foreign policy
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Capitalist Success and Domesticity: A Revisited Study
of Women’s Rights in Iran and the United States

Mohammad Shokoohifar
PhD Candidate in American Studies, Faculty of World Studies, University of
Tehran, Tehran, Iran

... m Abstract

This study provides a comparative analysis of women’s rights and roles in the
Iran and the United States, investigating how capitalism, feminism, and cultural
frameworks influence women’s empowerment. Methodologically, it employs
Naila Kabeer’s (1999) three-dimensional framework—resources, agency, and
achievements—to assess the efficacy of liberal-capitalist views in the US versus
Islamic-traditionalist ideals in Iran. In the US, capitalism-induced feminism
has often devalued domestic roles and pushed for “gender equality” primarily
through labor market participation. While the American Dream promises success
through economic activity, systematic discrimination, wage gaps, and limited
support for domestic responsibilities undermine genuine empowerment and the
right to real choice. American women often face a double burden, expected to
excel in both professional and household spheres with insufficient institutional
aid. Conversely, the Islamic-Iranian framework prioritizes justice over strict
equality (sameness), valuing distinct roles, especially domesticity. Legal and
cultural support systems, including rights such as alimony, portion, voluntary
financial participation, paid maternity leave, and subsidized healthcare, facili-
tate and materially support Iranian women’s domestic and maternal roles. This
structure relieves Iranian women of obligatory financial responsibilities. The
comparison argues that recognizing domesticity as a valid path of empowerment
and prioritizing justice over capitalist equality (sameness) is essential, aligning
with Ayatollah Khamenei’s discourse. The “New domesticity” trend emerging
in the West is noted as mirroring the structure claimed and established in Iran
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post-1979 Revolution.
Keywords:

Women’s rights, domesticity, capitalism, feminism, empowerment, Iran,
United States
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& | International Conference on the Rights of Nations and Legitimate Freedoms

The Concept of Human Rights in Islamic Law

Mudasra Sabreen
Assistant Professor, Department of Shariah, Faculty of Shariah and Law,
International Islamic University Islamabad, Islamabad, Pakistan

.. m Abstract

Though human rights are a shared understanding of humanity still they are
cultural in nature and need a legal setting to operate. In Islamic law human rights
are a part of Islamic theory of governance. To understand the concept of human
rights in Islam we need to understand their structure and function in Islamic legal
settings. It is argued that the concept that international human rights law is the
only viable value system is in direct contradiction with every person’s right to
preserve their culture and identity. Having said that, it should be kept in mind
that this argument is susceptible to violation of human rights on the name of
culture. In Islamic law human rights are considered as a gift from Allah and an
integral part of faith. Distinction should be made between divine and derived
part of Islamic law while discussing this issue. Muslim states have ratified a
number of international human rights instruments but the universality of these
human rights is qualified by the cultural interpretations. This research paper
will study normative structure of human rights in Islam to understand Islamic
legal system’s priorities and functions. It will be followed by the discussion on
universality and cultural diversity of human rights along with discussion on
the status of ratified treaties. At the end conclusion will summarise my finding.
Keywords:

Human rights, Islamic law, Sharia, governance, universality, cultural diver-

sity, international treaties
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Family and Social Rights in Iran: Contrasting Velayat-e
Faqih with Secular Legal Frameworks

Ayesha Qurrat ul Ain
PhD, Senior Humboldt Fellow, Freiburg Institute for Advanced Studies,
University of Freiburg, Germany

... m Abstract

This essay examines Ayatollah Khomeini’s theory of Islamic Government
(Velayat-e Faqih) as a distinct framework for grounding and administering
individual and social rights. Unlike Western models that root rights in popu-
lar sovereignty or individual autonomy, Imam Khomeini locates all legitimate
freedoms in the sovereignty of God, entrusted to the jurist-ruler (Faqih) as a
“divinely mandated trust” Drawing on primary texts (Imam Khomeini’s writ-
ings and the 1979 Iranian Constitution) and comparative legal sources, it first
outlines the foundations and institutions of Velayat-e Fagih—most notably the
Constitutional Council and Expediency Council—through which Shariah-based
rights are protected and enforced. The study then considers women’s and family
rights: maternal stipends and custodial priority; state guardianship of children
and orphans; elderly care funded by Zakat and Khums; and the contractual
mechanisms governing marriage age, dowry (mahr), divorce, custody, polygamy,
and inheritance shares. Finally, it contrasts these with common-law, civil-law,
and international human-rights paradigms—showing how secular systems rely
on legislative discretion, judicial interpretation, or aspirational treaties, whereas
Velayat-e Faqih treats social welfare and family protection as non-negotiable,
divine obligations. By bringing these models into dialogue, the essay illuminates
both the coherence and the contestations of a jurist-led government of rights.
Keywords:

Velayat-e Faqih, Iran, family rights, women’s rights, Sharia, social welfare,
comparative law
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Freedom and Humanity Between Positive Law and Nat-
ural Law: A Comparative Study of Western Vs. Iranian

Constitutionalism

Daniele Trabucco
Assistant Professor, Scuola Superiore per Mediatori Linguistici, Rome, Italy

... m Abstract

This study investigates the constitutional conceptualization of freedom and
humanity through a comparative philosophical-legal lens, contrasting Western
constitutionalism with the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran. It
juxtaposes the 1948 Italian Constitution, emblematic of secular Western legal
positivism, with the 1979 Iranian Constitution, grounded in a theonomic and
meta-positive vision that integrates Shariah and classical natural law traditions,
notably from al-Farabi, Avicenna, and Averroes. In the Western framework,
freedom is largely conceived as individual self-determination, detached from
ontological or moral foundations, while humanity is reduced to a function shaped
by cultural and ideological trends. Constitutional law becomes a procedural tool
rather than a substantive guide for the common good, reflecting a nihilistic drift.
By contrast, the Iranian Constitution anchors law in ontological and teleological
principles, conceiving freedom as the rational exercise of the will in accordance
with truth, goodness, and divine order. Positive law is integrated with natural and
transcendent norms, making the constitution both a regulative and pedagogical
instrument that guides political power toward a shared moral and ethical telos.
This comparative analysis illuminates the limitations of contemporary Western
constitutionalism and demonstrates how the Iranian model revives classical
natural law insights, offering an alternative framework in which freedom and
humanity are substantively grounded and normatively coherent.
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Keywords:
Freedom, humanity, constitutionalism, Iran, Western law, natural law, posi-
tive law
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Imam Khamenei’s Reflection on Human Rights and
Peace: Two Inseparable Paradigms for a Peaceful Inter-

national Relations

Henelito A. Sevilla, Jr.
Professor, Asian Center, University of the Philippines Diliman, Quezon City,
Philippines

... m Abstract

The international order is experiencing change and transformation from the
highly Western focused order which defined much of the global transactions
in the past decades to an emerging multipolar platform where several global
players are expected to create a tectonic shift the way we conduct inter-state
relations. China, India, Russia, Iran, South Africa, Brazil and several other actors
in the Middle East region have all signified to play an active role in the emerging
multipolarity. Moreover, it is important to inquire whether this emerging order
will prioritize the protection of human rights as well as whether such order will
be advocating international peace. This paper will present a comparative study
between an international politics governed by a unipolar order and an interna-
tional politics defined mainly by multipolarity. It argues that multipolarity can
only acquire a relatively peaceful word amidst competition if governments share
a similar appreciation of respecting international laws and conventions and work
for the advancement of common goods. Furthermore, the paper will examine and
put forward Imam Khamenei’s intellectual frameworks on people’s rights and
legitimate freedom and version of peace as important frameworks in achieving
peaceful relations among nations in this era of changing international order.
Keywords:

Imam Khoumeini, human rights, freedom, global order, unipolarity,

multipolarity
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Protection of Women’s Rights: A Comparative Study of

Judicial Response in Iran and Pakistan
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... m Abstract

This paper examines the protection of women’s rights in Iran and Pakistan,
two Islamic republics governed by constitutions that emphasize the supremacy of
Islamic law. Although both legal systems recognize Islamic law as the grundnorm,
they differ in enforcement mechanisms and judicial interpretation. In Pakistan,
the Constitution requires all laws to conform with the “Injunctions of Islam”
from the Qur’an and Sunnah. The Council of Islamic Ideology advises the legis-
lature, though its recommendations are generally non-binding, while the Federal
Shariat Court may nullify laws incompatible with Islamic injunctions. The High
Courts and Supreme Court hold primary authority to interpret and reconcile
existing laws with Islamic principles, potentially secularizing or Islamizing laws.
A review of leading judgments shows that few judges apply Islamic principles,
particularly in women’s rights cases, where Western human rights frameworks
often prevail. Some judges, however, have actively used Islamic jurisprudence
to guide rulings. This paper analyzes key judgments on maintenance, dower,
inheritance, and child custody, comparing Pakistan’s approach with Iran’s judi-
ciary. It concludes that integrating Islamic principles enhances the authenticity,
fairness, and societal acceptance of judgments, offering better protection for
women’s rights. The study recommends including Islamic jurisprudence in legal
education and training to equip judges and lawyers for their constitutional and

religious duties in aligning laws with Islamic injunctions.
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.. m Abstract

Criminal liability is generally individual, but Islamic law sometimes imposes
collective responsibility through the institution of ‘aqilah, where relatives pay
diyat (compensation) to the heirs of a murdered person. While diyat represents
civil liability, both Iran and Pakistan include its regulation in penal law, though
with significant differences. Pakistan’s Penal Code defines diyat as compensation
and lists it among punishments, yet it does not provide for ‘aqilah, making diyat
an individual burden. High diyat amounts create substantial debt, leaving many
convicts imprisoned for non-payment. The Lahore High Court (2002) attempted
to shift diyat payment to the state as a “modern manifestation of ‘aqilah” for
destitute prisoners, but the Supreme Court (2007) reversed this, suggesting a loan
fund system that still risks imprisonment for non-repayment. In contrast, Iran’s
Islamic Penal Code provides detailed provisions on collective responsibility of
‘aqilah (sections 375, 435, 453, 463-470, 527, 556, 718). Other Muslim countries
similarly recognize ‘aqilah in criminal or civil law. This paper examines these
legal frameworks, arguing that the institution of ‘agilah strengthens familial
bonds, alleviates the burden on destitute convicts, promotes retributive justice,
and contributes to crime prevention and societal peace. Comparative analysis
underscores the benefits of collective responsibility mechanisms in achieving
fairer and more humane criminal justice outcomes under Islamic law.
Keywords:

Collective responsibility, retributive justice, ‘aqilah, diyat, Islamic criminal
law, Iran, Pakistan
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... m Abstract

This study investigates the manifestations of epistemic injustice within the
life-world of educated, working Shitte women in Lucknow, India. It employs a
dual-method approach, combining a textual analysis of the writings and speeches
of two prominent Islamic scholars, Imam Khomeini and Ayatullah Khamenei,
with in-depth interviews of thirty-five Shitte women. The central argument is
that a gap exists between the rights and positions theoretically granted to women
within the Islamic framework articulated by these scholars and the lived realities
of women. This gap is perpetuated by epistemic injustices—systematic silences
and distortions in the production and dissemination of religious knowledge
concerning women. The findings reveal that despite the scholars' advocacy for
women's rights in socio-economic, political, and domestic spheres, a signifi-
cant majority of respondents were unaware of these provisions. Cultural norms
often override Islamic injunctions, and religious discourse frequently emphasizes
women's duties over their rights. The study concludes that achieving social
justice for Shitte women in India necessitates addressing these underlying epis-
temic injustices through community-led initiatives, reformed religious pedagogy,
and the amplification of women's voices in religious discourse, thereby bridging
the chasm between de jure Islamic principles and de facto lived experience.
Keywords:

Epistemic injustice, Shitte women, Islamic scholars, Imam Khomeini,

Ayatollah Khamenei, India, social justice
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... m Abstract

The Quranic paradigm of takrim (17:70), the distinction and honour conferred
by God on every man, provides varying justifications in the Quran itself: a)
his position of khalifah, 2 :30-34 (God’s deputy in the universe), b) concept of
amanah, 33:72 (Thrust given to him by God), c) the taskhir, 2:164 (making of
entire universe subservient to him), d) the ahsan taqwim, 95:4 (creating him in
the best moulds). These narratives signify the humanitarian approach a believer
is supposed to adopt while performing the ibadah (the worship of God) and
the khidmah (service to mankind) simultaneously. This Quranic takrim - in
opposition to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted U.N. General
Assembly on December 10, 1948, believes in the certain prerequisites to ensure a
truthful implementation. This includes a mass-mobilization to respect the law on
the basis of a) tagwa God-fearing in all the walks of life, b) adherence to the right
whether in power or to be ruled, ¢) maintaining a balance between rights and
responsibilities, d) performing excellence and Thsan in the dealings, e) ensuring
protection to the dignity of women by implement the deterrent ideologies, and
f) obligating the Shariah objectives in the broader paradigm of takim.
Keywords:

Takrim, Quran, humanity, freedom, Thsan, dignity, Shariah objectives
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.. m Abstract

This study examines the rights and protection of elderly persons in Islam,
focusing on the legislative frameworks of Iran and Pakistan. Islam mandates care,
respect, and protection for senior citizens, particularly parents, rooted in Quranic
injunctions and Prophetic traditions (Sunnah). The Quran acknowledges different
stages of human life, emphasizing the vulnerability of old age and the moral obli-
gation to honor and support the elderly. Islamic jurisprudence identifies multiple
terms for elderly persons, including Musin, Alkuhl, Al-Shiekh, and Almuammar,
reflecting varying stages of aging and dependency. Family structures in Islamic
societies reinforce these obligations, with strong intergenerational bonds ensur-
ing the welfare of senior members. However, globalization and social change
have created challenges in upholding these responsibilities, making legislative
protection increasingly vital. This study adopts a comparative legal and theo-
logical approach, analyzing Quranic verses, Hadith, classical jurisprudence,
and contemporary laws in Iran and Pakistan. It evaluates the effectiveness of
Iranian statutes and Pakistan’s Islamabad Capital Territory Senior Citizens Act,
2021, highlighting gaps between religious mandates and legal enforcement. The
study concludes that aligning legislative frameworks with Islamic principles
and social realities can strengthen protections for elderly persons, ensuring
their dignity, welfare, and societal respect. Recommendations include potential
legal reforms informed by both Islamic jurisprudence and international human
rights standards.
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... m Abstract

The Velayat-e Faqih serves as the vital political and intellectual official body
of the Iranian government, playing a crucial role in its leadership structure. Its
various constituent bodies—including the Assembly of Experts, the Judiciary,
the Constitutional Council, and clerics from the Hawzas (seminaries)—func-
tion both as advisors and a check-and-balance mechanism for the Supreme
Leader, currently Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Although the Supreme Leader himself
embodies the Vali-e Faqih role, the system frequently requires him to heed the
counsel of these clerics, experts, and professionals on governmental matters.
This dynamic suggests a deep integration of intellectual guidance within the
state’s functional hierarchy. This article employs Antonio Gramsci’s notion
of organic intellectuals as its theoretical framework to analyze this structure.
Gramsci’s concept describes intellectuals who emerge directly from and give
coherence and consciousness to a fundamental social class or group, helping
to organize the dominant power structure. Through a thematic analysis of case
studies—drawn from Iranian online newspapers, official websites, and academic
literature—this research argues that the members of the governmental bodies,
by actively assisting and advising the Supreme Leader in governance, are paral-
lel to Gramsci’s organic intellectuals. They are the necessary intellectual and
ideological foundation that provides legitimacy and functional direction to the

prevailing political order in Iran.
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... m Abstract

This paper examines the right to welfare and social security in the thought of
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, situating it within the broader context of Islamic gover-
nance. While various social systems worldwide claim to optimize welfare and
social security, European countries are often cited for their extensive networks,
despite being primarily capitalist. The study compares these Western models
with Iran’s approach, highlighting the philosophical, religious, and legal foun-
dations underpinning social welfare in the Iranian context. Ayatollah Khamenei
emphasizes the moral and social obligations of the state to ensure the well-being
of its citizens, drawing on Islamic principles to structure programs of social
support, poverty alleviation, and public assistance. The paper analyzes how
Iran operationalizes these obligations through state policies, institutions, and
community-based mechanisms, contrasting them with European welfare models
in terms of accessibility, coverage, and sustainability. By situating Ayatollah
Khamenei’s thought in dialogue with comparative examples, the study demon-
strates how an Islamic framework integrates social justice, religious ethics,
and governance in achieving citizens’ welfare. This comparison illuminates the
strengths and limitations of both systems and offers insights into how Islamic
principles inform contemporary social policy in Iran.
Keywords:

Ayatollah Khamenei, welfare, social security, Islamic governance, Iran,

comparative policy, social justice
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... m Abstract

This paper examines the contemporary Iranian perspective on human beings,
freedom, and peace in West Asia, with particular focus on Palestine, Lebanon,
and Yemen. While Western thought historically explored human nature, happi-
ness, and political sovereignty, its intellectual and political trajectories—including
colonialism, imperialism, hedonism, and liberalism—have often contributed to
violence, oppression, and ecological and social crises globally. West Asia exem-
plifies the consequences of such policies, including the creation of Israel, proxy
wars, economic sanctions, sectarian violence, and terrorism. In contrast, Iran’s
ideological and epistemological paradigm, rooted in the Quran and teachings
of Prophet Mohammad (SAW), emphasizes human dignity, freedom, and secu-
rity as prerequisites for peace. Under the guidance of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
this paradigm reinforces resistance to oppression and advocacy for justice,
providing an alternative framework for addressing regional instability. The 1979
Islamic Revolution institutionalized these principles, restoring Islamic identity,
law, and governance in opposition to Western liberal values. Iran’s leadership
has consistently supported oppressed populations in West Asia, highlighting
the importance of ideological coherence, ethical governance, and principled
resistance in safeguarding human rights. This study underscores Iran’s role in
promoting peace, justice, and stability, emphasizing that lasting solutions in
the region require adherence to moral and ideological frameworks grounded in
Islamic teachings rather than imported Western paradigms.
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... m Abstract

This paper examines the interplay between legal reforms, cultural traditions,
and social dynamics in advancing women’s and family rights in Iran. While
Iran’s legal framework, grounded in Islamic principles, provides protections
for women, children, and the elderly, implementation is often challenged by
cultural norms, socioeconomic disparities, and enforcement gaps. In education,
Iranian women constitute nearly half of university students, with notable repre-
sentation in engineering and other STEM fields, reflecting significant academic
achievements. However, workforce participation remains limited, with barriers
in both public and private sectors. Family law reflects a negotiation between
tradition and modernity: women hold divorce rights and participate in family
decision-making, yet custody laws and certain inheritance provisions continue
to favor male relatives. Maternal, child, and elderly rights are legally recognized,
though practical enforcement is uneven. This study offers a balanced analysis of
progress in women’s rights and family welfare, acknowledging successes while
identifying areas needing reform. It concludes with culturally sensitive, holistic
strategies integrating legal accountability, public education, and institutional
reform to foster equitable family dynamics. Emphasis is placed on context-driven
policies that harmonize tradition, law, and social progress to achieve lasting
improvements in gender equality and family welfare in Iran.
Keywords:

Women’s rights, family rights, Iran, education, Sharia, legal reforms, cultural
traditions
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.. m Abstract
This study examines Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s perspective on people’s rights
and legitimate freedoms through an analysis of his sirah (lifestyle and leadership)
and ideological framework. As the Supreme Leader of Iran, Ayatollah Khamenei’s
views significantly influence the country’s political and legal discourse, making
it essential to understand his interpretation of fundamental rights within Islamic
governance. The research analyzes his speeches, writings, and policies to identify
key themes regarding civil liberties, social justice, and political participation. By
situating his thought within Islamic jurisprudence (Figh) and political theory,
the study highlights the balance he advocates between individual freedoms and
societal obligations. Findings indicate that Ayatollah Khamenei emphasizes the
role of religion in protecting rights, endorses freedoms within the boundaries of
Islamic law, and prioritizes collective well-being over unrestricted individualism.
His approach underscores a vision of governance where rights are exercised
responsibly and ethically, aligned with moral, social, and religious norms. This
analysis contributes to the broader discourse on Islamic governance and human
rights, providing insights into the legal and ethical perspectives of a contempo-
rary influential leader. It also offers a framework for understanding the interplay
between Islamic principles and modern notions of rights and freedoms in Iran.
Keywords:
Ayatollah Khamenei, people’s rights, legitimate freedoms, Islamic gover-
nance, political thought
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... m Abstract

Human freedom and justice have been central themes in Western civili-
zational discourse, yet their modern interpretations, shaped by secular and
utilitarian frameworks, often lack spiritual depth and fail to ensure dignity,
equality, and justice. Over time, the limitations of Western modernism have
become increasingly evident, creating a moral and ethical vacuum. In contrast,
the Islamic vision of human freedom, dignity, and justice offers a universal
framework that transcends religion, culture, and social divisions. This vision
emphasizes the responsibility of Muslims to strive for these objectives globally,
promoting equality and moral integrity without discrimination. The legacy of
Imam Khomeini represents a contemporary articulation of this mission, guiding
humanity toward overcoming oppression, injustice, and slavery across conti-
nents, power blocs, and ideological divides. By integrating spiritual, ethical, and
social principles, the Islamic framework provides depth, sanctity, and sustain-
ability to governance, education, and policy-making. This study argues that
global efforts to restore human dignity, freedom, and justice must draw upon
the Islamic vision, reorienting educational curricula and policy structures to
achieve substantive, enduring change. It calls for cooperation among all peoples,
religious and non-religious, to implement a new world order rooted in ethical
and spiritual principles, moving from superficial rhetoric to meaningful action
in the pursuit of justice and human flourishing.
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.. m Abstract

This study critically examines the influence of Western intellectual tradi-
tions on the prevailing framework of human rights and its divergence from the
Islamic perspective. It explores key issues, including the Western conception of
equality among religions, the treatment of religion as a purely private matter,
the notion of absolute equality in human dignity that places prophets and sacred
figures on the same level as ordinary individuals, and the tolerance of freedom
of expression even when it permits ridicule of religious beliefs. These principles,
while central to Western human rights discourse, often render Islamic values and
principles marginal or incompatible within the dominant framework. The paper
traces the historical origins of these ideas, highlighting the philosophical and
political developments that shaped Western human rights theory over centu-
ries. It further analyzes the depth and pervasiveness of Western influence on
contemporary international human rights instruments and institutions. Finally,
the study considers how Muslim-majority states can critically engage with this
paradigm, balancing adherence to universal human rights norms with the pres-
ervation of Islamic principles, ethics, and cultural identity. By situating the
discussion within both historical and contemporary contexts, the paper offers
a framework for understanding the challenges and opportunities for integrating
Islamic perspectives into the global human rights discourse.
Keywords:

Western thought, human rights, Islamic perspective, equality, religion, free-
dom of expression, Muslim states
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... m Abstract

Human rights, freedom, peace, and justice have been central concerns
throughout human history, engaging socio-political, ethical, and legal discourses
across civilizations. In the post-World War II era, Western human rights discourse
became globally dominant, yet Islam offers a fully developed framework for these
principles, articulated through the Quran and the Sunnah of Prophet Mohammad
(SAW) as early as the seventh century. According to the Quran, all humans
are creations of Allah, equal in origin and destiny, with diverse nations, tribes,
languages, and colors serving as identification markers rather than sources of
superiority. Freedom, peace, and justice are inseparable from human dignity,
requiring ethical responsibility in their exercise. The Prophet emphasized equal-
ity among all peoples, declaring that no Arab is superior to a non-Arab, and no
white person superior to a black person, highlighting piety, justice, and moral
conduct as the true measures of honor. Similarly, Imam Ali’s Nahj al-Balaghah
underscores rulers’ obligations to uphold human rights, freedom, and justice
within their jurisdictions. This paper examines the Islamic philosophical perspec-
tive on human rights, exploring the Quranic teachings and traditions of Prophet
Mohammad and Imam Ali, emphasizing the universality of these principles and
their ethical, social, and political relevance in contemporary society.
Keywords:
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.. m Abstract

This study critically examines Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s contributions to
human rights and global justice, situating his intellectual and political legacy
within Shi’a Islamic jurisprudence and the ideological framework of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. As Leader since 1989, Ayatollah Khamenei articulates a vision
of human rights grounded in Sharia, emphasizing divine sovereignty, moral
accountability, and resistance to Western hegemonic norms. Through systematic
analysis of his speeches, writings, and policy directives, the study explores his
critique of secular-liberal human rights frameworks, which he views as cultur-
ally imperialistic and incompatible with Islamic values. Central to his thought
is the concept of Velayat-e Faqih, positioning Islamic governance as the guar-
antor of social justice, dignity, and equity for Muslims and oppressed peoples
(Mustaz’afin) worldwide. Ayatollah Khamenei’s advocacy for global justice
functions as a counter-narrative to neoliberal globalization, stressing anti-im-
perialism, economic sovereignty, and solidarity with marginalized nations, while
condemning double standards in international institutions. Using postcolonial
and decolonial theoretical lenses, the study evaluates tensions between Islamic
universalism and dominant human rights norms and examines the reception of
Ayatollah Khamenei’s ideas within transnational Islamic movements. By analyz-
ing the interplay of theology, politics, and ethics in his thought, this research
contributes to debates on pluralizing human rights discourse and understanding
global justice in an era of ideological polarization.
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.. m Abstract

Freedom has long been a central concern in human life, representing the
innate desire of all people to live autonomously and make choices regarding their
own lives. In contemporary societies, the meaning and scope of freedom remain
widely debated, with diverse interpretations offered by citizens, intellectuals, and
policymakers. Ayatollah Ali Khamenei provides a multidimensional perspective
on freedom, encompassing freedom of expression, thought, culture, society,
politics, and women’s rights. He views freedom not as a concession granted by
governments, but as a natural, God-given right inherent to all human beings.
Khamenei’s framework begins with the ontological question of freedom’s origin,
asserting that it is an essential human necessity rooted in divine creation. He
emphasizes that Islamic societies must define freedom independently, without
uncritically adopting Western or Eastern conceptions. In his view, true freedom
entails liberation from everything except God, aligning individual autonomy with
spiritual and ethical obligations. Each dimension of freedom—whether social,
political, cultural, or gender-related—is understood as a means to enable active
participation in a just socio-political system. Ultimately, Ayatollah Khamenei
offers a holistic vision of freedom grounded in two key principles: its status as a
divine right and its realization as spiritual liberation in accordance with Islamic
teachings. This perspective integrates human dignity, moral responsibility, and
societal welfare, providing a comprehensive Islamic framework for understand-
ing and exercising freedom.
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.. m Abstract

The concepts of rights and duties are central to political, social, and reli-
gious institutions worldwide. Across ethical, social, and religious frameworks,
the foundations of human rights are closely intertwined with corresponding
responsibilities. In Islamic thought, every individual is endowed with intrin-
sic rights, including freedom, which, if violated, constitutes an inhumane act.
Simultaneously, Islam emphasizes duties that accompany these rights, high-
lighting the ethical and moral obligations of individuals toward society and God.
This paper explores the Islamic perspective on rights and duties, examining how
these principles elevate human dignity, foster social harmony, and ensure justice
within the community. By integrating moral, religious, and social dimensions,
the Islamic framework situates individual freedoms within a broader context
of collective responsibility and ethical accountability. Rights are not merely
privileges granted by the state, but divine endowments, while duties serve as
a means to actualize these rights in a manner that benefits society. The study
underscores that honoring individual rights while fulfilling corresponding duties
contributes to the betterment of the world, aligning human conduct with ethical
and spiritual ideals. This perspective offers a comprehensive understanding of
human freedom, social justice, and moral responsibility, highlighting Islam’s
holistic approach to balancing personal rights with societal obligations.
Keywords:

Islam, human rights, duties, freedom, ethics, social responsibility, justice
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... m Abstract

In the religious discourse of Islam and especially in the political thought of
the Supreme Leader, the relationship between “right” and “duty” is not merely
a conceptual discussion but constitutes an important foundation for explain-
ing ,social order and justice. This article, using comparative and descriptive
analysis examines how rights and duties relate in the intellectual system of
Ayatollah Khamenei and compares it with the provisions of international human
rights documents, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
the two International Covenants. The research findings show that, contrary to
the prevalent Western discourse which gives primacy to the “individual right,”
the Islamic leadership’s thought emphasizes the precedence or concomitance of
duty” relative to rights. This view is based on specific ontological foundations”
such as monotheism, human vicegerency and social responsibility. The article
also shows that many apparent conflicts between Islamic discourse and Western
human rights can be reduced or reinterpreted if key concepts are redefined.
In conclusion, the author emphasizes the necessity of rereading international
documents from a local and religious perspective and offers suggestions for
effective dialogue between Islamic discourse and human rights.
Keywords

Right, Duty, Human rights, Ayatollah Khamenei, Islamic political, interna-
tional documents, Universal Declaration of Human Rights legitimacy

1. emarandi@alzahra.ac.ir

VY P



3.»0')_345.).1.::_.@69)_?9&40_@)5549
WS 808> 5D (50928 WS oMu]
S 1080 () @ b (ol dade
45 .. y0l oo aa i (3l s (51
S eoelail ol po—gdo g LTS
Sl 0 ol i S g o S
Basucius (5l oS oS dws |
9 ralig-d g s > yho (3T psado
b8 g WiSao iy ol igdieie
w&fd&!&é)waﬂwa!mﬁw
Sleob—zculsslsloby oS
«Jad=e 53l Cugyd (50100, s
SO clo S o 4ud (riegs
_guu)fu/sc Alwd 9o wlw'd&nb
LSl ay mdls o wlishlasl
WS 50 (e e b wilus ylisgs
oMl (88582 51Ty (S0 poghe b
ol oMl 59620 S (50T p5ga0 9
IPVY/ 08/ W M3 sty

& S

hoghoghmellat.ir nashr-rc.ir :






